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HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM THE KIVU FAMILY
A whirlwind fall has led me to some interesting discovery.  

It’s been an interesting fall season so far.  New York, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Colorado, Arizona, and we’re just getting started.  The mission is to lock arms 

with churches, youth groups, parents, and youth leaders as they try to navigate 

this youth ministry mine field.  And let me tell you, it’s a scary deal.  

I’ve seen schools riddled with a-morality, and the new finding...No One 

Cares.  Substance abuse is rampant, sexual promiscuity is the norm, and the 

difference in the last 10 years is No One Cares.  

The consequences of behavior are the same, but somewhere in our culture 

teenagers have found the ability to compartmentalize their sin in a place where it 

doesn’t touch the rest of life.  That is, until the noise of the world fades away.  

When life gets quiet and teenagers are forced to deal with the choices 
they’ve made, it’s revelatory to say the least.  And that’s why places like KIVU are 

so necessary.  

I feel like we’ve even tried to compartmentalize camping into this “vacation 

if I have time” kind of category of life, but for students to be healthy spiritually, 

emotionally, and physically, they need to <cont. pg 7>
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Looking for a Family Mission in 2011?   We took 65 people 
to the Philippine Islands in 2010, and we’re looking to 
provide families with a life changing Mission to one of the 
most important corners of the Globe.  

We’ll be leaving together from LAX and spend 10 days 
working to give away our lives to the natives of El Nido 
and our KIVU family.  Come join us and click on 
www.campkivu.com 

http://www.campkivu.com
http://www.campkivu.com
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Don’t know your Summer Plans Yet?  Let KIVU take away the Worries!

Thanks to the Wonderful team here at KIVU, I’d like to introduce you to KIVU INSURANCE.  As 
we travel the country, many families are reluctant to sign up for the upcoming summer as they don’t 
know the schedule for family vacations, school retreats, or various conflicts.  In order that we might 
help give you some assurance,  for a small up front fee you can protect your investment in sending 
your teenager to KIVU this summer through Travelmark.  It’s a great way to decide your term, register 
early, and work out the details later.  We’ve even got a policy for affordable health insurance while 
your student is at camp, luggage reimbursement, or even the cancel for any reason policy.  If you are 
interested in purchasing a travel insurance to protect your investment at KIVU, be sure to check the 
website the first week in November.  We’ll have all the options posted for you.  

TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR TERM FOR TRAVEL FOR LUGGUGE CANCEL FOR 
ANY REASON

Pay 4% of 
Tuition
Cancelations 
may receive up 
to 100% of 
tuition paid.  

Pay 4% of 
Ticket price
Payable Travel 
arrangements 
re-imbursed up 
to $500.00

Up To...
1000.00 in 
travel 
insurance for 
lost luggage.  

Pay a little 
more
We’ve got a 
policy to 
cancel for any 
reason.  
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Prayer Partners
As Fall rolls on into winter, we still 

need our prayer partners to lift us up in 

these specific areas...

• Pray for campers - We’ve seen 

countless kids doing wonderful thing 

for the Kingdom, but life is tough.  

Let’s keep praying for our kids. 

• For Staff of 2011

• Travel.  We’ve begun to travel 

the country to spread the word of 

KIVU.  We’ve been to New York, 

Arizona, Colorado, Oklahoma, and 

we’re looking forward to many more.  

• Pray for enrollment for our 2011 

season.  We’re still a little low on the 

year.  

• Pray for our staff recruiting.  

• Pray for the Gap Year students 

in Denver.  They’re experiencing 

Some Incredible growth time.   

• Pray for the full time KIVU staff 

as we continue to pursue excellence 

in Christian Camping.  

• Pray for the finances here, that 

God would take charge as we do the 

best we can to prepare.  We know 

He owns the cattle on a thousand 

hills, and we trust He will take care 

of all our needs.  

ADVENTURE

Adventure at KIVU 

Summer in Colorado?  
That’s where I want 
to be.  The stuff I 
do, and the people I 
meet set me on track 
for the year.  I 
wish I could come 
ALL YEAR LONG!

3rd Term KIVU Camper
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Professional 
Partners

Let’s be honest, as God directs 

our vision, the most important piece of 

our ministry is the staff we put in place 

to run it.  

College students, and young 

professionals from around the country 

are committed to helping KIVU 

become an excellent place for 

students to learn about what they 

believe, why they believe it, and how 

they can grow in their relationship with 

others.  

We’re committed to finding new 

inventive ways to provide Excellence 

to our program.  

We’re looking for a professional 

media director, a donor development 

consultant, and someone that will be 

able to reach out and run the gap year 

for 2011-2012.  

If you, or someone you know 

might fit in the KIVU family fit any of 

these skill sets, please be sure to let 

us know ASAP.  

Thanks for helping us along our 

journey.  We’re so very grateful.    

The KIVU Staff
They’re the heartbeat of all we do. 

“The KIVU staff are a group unlike I’ve 

ever seen.” A KIVU parent from 

Oklahoma once told the full time staff.  

We’re committed to training 

teenagers, but we have a wonderful 

platform to help college students 

understand their faith, and develop a 

REAL community they can trust.

KIVU STAFF
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Coffee Anyone? The KIVU Web Store is Open

Looking for a Birthday Present, an early Christmas gift, or just something cool for 

yourself.  The KIVU web store has something for you.  Whether it’s a KIVU T-shirt, a 

coffee mug, or our special KIVU Arcteryx gear; the KIVU web store has something 
special for you today.  And for a limited time We are introducing a special KIVU 

BLEND!!  Be sure to Check it out at www.campkivu.com

http://www.campkivu.com
http://www.campkivu.com
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<Continued from Page 1.>

...they need to get away.  They need to find a place that 
is outside of their normal everyday routine and find a place 

where they can examine life.  

Teenagers need the option to be able to decide who 

they’re going to be, and they can’t do that with the same 

pressure every single day.  

I recently had a student come out to KIVU and spend a 

week with me.  We Mt. Biked, Rock Climbed, Hiked, and even 

drove up into the high mountains.  

It all started when I received a desperate phone call 

from his mother as she saw her boy spiraling out of control 
into a depression that might have required a lifetime of 

counseling.  

I decided to take on the week, and see if I could help.  

It became clear to me almost instantly, teenagers are 

under so much pressure to perform, to figure out who they 

are, and to navigate social friend groups; it’s no wonder all 

they want to do is sit at home and play video games.  It’s the 

only safe, quiet place they can be who they want to be.  

As the week progressed, I found some deep core issues 

inside of this student that he just needed to vent.  He needed 
someone to talk him through the process of dealing with 

emotions, feelings, and how those things related to his 

spiritual life.  It wasn’t that his parents were missing 

something, but he just needed to hear it’s all going to be ok 

from someone outside his sphere of influence.  

That’s why I think places where you can build up your 

student are so important. You need places where you can 

put people in his or her life that can be encouraging.  You 
need get them to a location that is safe for them to explore 

who they want to be.  

Otherwise, the by-product is a student that continues to 

compartmentalize their life.  They can walk in a room and 

act accordingly to whomever is in the room at the time, but 

when they are by themselves they are a totally different 

person.  

I was shocked when my friend started telling me about 

the secret lives of teenagers I know personally.  They’ve 

found a way to hide their behavior because somewhere the 
pressure hasn’t allowed them to talk with anyone they trust.  

Sure, we have fun during the summer at KIVU.  We Mt. 

Bike, Rock Climb, Hike, Fish, Raft, and all the fun stuff camp 

offers.  But we also provide an environment where students 

can be honest.  They can learn how to fuse their private life 

with their public life, and know how to deal with the illusion 

of disappointment in front of family and friends. 

I’m convinced, KIVU, and places that offer similar fertile 

grounds for teen development are vital for your student, and 

must cease to be luxury, and start becoming a necessity in 
our culture.  

Andy Braner is the President of KIVU.  He’s been in Youth 

Ministry for over 20 years and cares deeply for the hearts and 

minds of today’s youth.  

KIVU PROCESS CAMP GAP YEAR COUNSELOR STAFF

Sign up for 
camp as a 
camper at the 
registration 
link at 
campkivu.com

High School 
Graduates, 
sign up for 
our global Gap 
Year Program

Fill out an 
application 
online and 
apply to be a 
counselor

As the 
ministry 
grows, we’re 
always looking 
for a few good 
people.  
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A NEW KIVU?? We think we found the PERFECT LAND

Every now and then, we are approached by opportunities to 

grow and expand our ministry.  We’ve been solicited to build 

camps in different countries, consult with camps here in the 

United States, but rarely are there opportunities that come along 

like this.  

The current state of the economy has been a disaster on the 

wealth here in America, and the brunt of the depression is in the 

Real Estate Market.  Durango is no different than any other place 

in the country, and we’ve been approached by a Real Estate 

friend who found 100 acres in a prime spot here in our area.  

These kinds of opportunities don’t come along very often, and 

with the market in continuing retreat, we feel we can invest in the 

future of teenage ministry by looking at the interest of our friends 

and partners to come together to build a KIVU style retreat center.  

We feel we can offer churches, schools, and family groups and 

opportunity to come to Durango and spend time learning about 

The Christian Worldview in one of the most beautiful parts of the 

country.  

VALLEY VIEWS

Retreat Center 
KIVU continues to have 
requests for youth groups, 
corporate events, parent 
retreats, and other ways 
we can leverage our 10 
years of ministry.  We 
feel like this expansion 
will help us continue to 
help those in Youth 
Ministry identify teen 
issues, and be equipped to 
handle the current 
generation.  
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Three Phases

It’s our intention to explore this possibility in three phases.  

PHASE I - Exploration Phase.  We are exploring the water 

quality, the county’s agreeability, and the construction 

infrastructure it would take to move on this property.  Once our 

research is finished, we’ll be letting you know our findings. 

PHASE II - Capital Phase. If found to be a wise decision, our 

board and full time employees will engage in a capital campaign.  

As we solicit our friends, grant writing foundations, and various 

business owners interested in contributing to a next generation 

training center, we will assess the amount of capital before we 

build a single building.  

PHASE III - Construction Phase.  We’ve already talked with 

professional camp builders.  We’re working on architect drawings, 

and will be ready to build as soon as the finances are in the bank.  

KIVU is a company with 0 debt, and we intend to remain that way.  

We are committed to sound financial practices as we seek 

excellence in ministry.  

The Land is PERFECT 
This is the Golden Coast 
of Durango Colorado.  We 
are looking at an 
incredible opportunity to 
take advantage of a soft 
real estate market and a 
construction industy all 
but dismantled.  This 
could be the silver lining 
in a down economy.  

NEW LAND
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Often times people ask “How Can I 

help this ministry.”  To be honest, we want 

you to help however God is calling you to 

help.  But in the meantime, here are a few 

of our pressing needs.  

Office/Computer Help

Every business has to consider the 

cost of operations, and ours is no different.  

We need help with our office/computer 

supplies to the tune of US$50K.  This will 

help to outfit an office in Durango for the 

off season, and will help us to make sure 

to provide high speed registration as a help 

to our camper families.  

Travel and Marketing

Each year we take our KIVU team 

around the country helping youth ministries 

understand the value of teaching the 

Christian Worldview.  Our experienced 

team is available to travel to any of our 

campers home towns, and we are looking 

to expand the ministry to untouched parts 

of the country.  We’d like to introduce the 

East Coast to KIVU as well as the upper 

Mid West.  Each season our Travel budget 

is around US$50K.  If you’d like to see the 

message of KIVU in the off season, we 

would love your help.  

Equipment

The center 

of all our 

adventure 

programs is 

within the 

context of our 

specialities 

and pursuits.  

We buy new 

rafts, new 

boats, new 

ropes, new 

harnesses, new bikes, new backpacks, 

new tents, so the equipment used is as 

excellent as the staff we hire.  We spend 

US$55K each year on new equipment.  

Scholarship Program

We would love to develop a program 

where we could partially scholarship 

families who have fallen on hard times in 

this economy.  As we all try to pinch 

pennies and make every dollar go twice as 

far as it normally goes, I would love to be 

able to offer a program for teenagers with 

the desire to be a part of the KIVU family, 

but don’t necessarily have the money to 

pay full tuition.  I would love to raise 

enough money to offer US$100K in 

Scholarships to our KIVU teenagers.  

HOW TO GIVE

If you’re interested in helping KIVU 

reach these minor goals this year, we can 

take your donations through gifts in kind, 

checks, stocks, or stock options.  As a 

501-c-3 organization KIVU can write tax 

deductible letters for your 2010 tax notice. 

Just make your gift out to Ahava 

Ministries, 9658 CR 501, Bayfield, CO 

81122.  We thank you in advance for 

partnering with us to be a voice in raising 

teenagers here in the next generation.   

ADDITIONAL KIVU NEEDS
FINANCIAL PARTNERS

Don’t Forget to Connect
You can connect with KIVU at several 

places online...

Website: www.campkivu.com

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/campkivu

Twitter: @campkivu

YOUTUBE:  Camp KIVU Channell

Don’t Forget
Office Help	 	 $50K

Travel Help	 	 $50K

Equipment Needs	 	 $55K

Scholarship Program	 $100K

Total for 2011		 $255K

KIVU CORNER!
To Give to KIVU make checks out 
to our 501-c-3 nonprofit.

Ahava Ministries

9658 CR 501, Bayfield, CO 81122

http://www.campkivu.com
http://www.campkivu.com
http://www.facebook.com/campkivu
http://www.facebook.com/campkivu


2011. READY.SET.GO!
Many of you will be looking 

to different ministries for your 

end of the year giving.  We 

would love to be considered as 

you try and decide how to use 

the resources God has gifted 

you to affect the most change.  

KIVU is poised to be a 

generational changer, but we 

can’t do it without your 

help.  

We know there are 

plenty of GREAT 

MINISTRIES God is 

working through in a 

mighty way.  So if it’s 

helping thousands of 

teenagers understand a 

Christian Worldview 

that you believe God is 

calling you to, please 

don’t hesitate to land 

with us here at KIVU!!  God 

bless you, and we thank you for 

your gift in advance.  

KIVU STAFF

“This is my second family.  
I wouldn’t miss a summer.”

CAMP KIVU
9658 CR 501

Bayfield, CO  81122


